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"The poet fulfills himself as he sees his imagination

become the light in the minds of others." 
                                             — Wallace Stevens (1879-1955)

“And we are here as on a darkling plain
 Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
 Where ignorant armies clash by night.”

      — Matthew Arnold (excerpt from “Dover Beach”) 

Today, in a world, much akin to that described by the 19th century poet Matthew Arnold, there has appeared an artistic and intellectual bellwether
, who (expressing himself in both poetic and visual media) is shedding his personal light on our confused world. This artist, Dom Martin, takes a less than optimistic view of human behavior, both past and present.

Dom Martin's earlier book of illustrated poetry, CoEXISTENCE: Humanity’s Wailing Wall, published in the millennium year 2006, explored in fascinating ways, man's inhumanity towards his fellowmen. His present volume, which echoes the first, is a collection of 64 poems. The pages are graced by the poet-artist's unique and often-startling pencil drawings, which remind one of the agonies expressed in Pablo Picasso's famous painting, “Guernica”. In this second book, he explores man's changing relationship both to his fellowmen and with an often disappointing, ‘hands-off’ God. Obviously troubled by the continuing morass in the Middle East, Dom Martin's poem, "The Prophet", speaks directly to Lebanon's recent devastation at the hands of Israel, while "The Palestinian” and "The Ghettonization of Gaza” echo the despair of a long-oppressed people. In "Unmanned Drones", the poet decries the ongoing occupation of Iraq.

Born of Portuguese-Goan parentage in British East-Africa, and raised in idyllic Goa on India's west coast, as a young man, Dom Martin joined the Benedictine Order, but left the monastic life to follow what would then become his twin beacons of art and poetry. Martin's artistic expressionism in which he mastered the triple art forms of pencil, ink and brush, is driven by that same Portuguese dynamism that centuries earlier inspired Vasco de Gama to open up a sea route from Europe to India and the Far East.


In striking contrast to the many pencil drawings in his two volumes of poetry, Dom Martin's legacy in both ink and oil surrealism remains on permanent exhibition in Goa at the "Mileage to Truth and Life" Art Gallery, established in 1976 and dedicated to his paintings.  The gallery is located on the upper floor of the Bom Jesus Basilica, a national and World Heritage monument in the ancient city of Old Goa, once affectionately dubbed "The Rome of the East". Goa is visited by those thousands of tourists who journey to India's west coast every year.

I strongly recommend this book to serious readers, especially those with humanistic and artistic inclination. In his poetic responses, as well as his sociological and economic discussions, Dom Martin challenges us to re-examine our oft-neglected attitudes and biases that we may more honestly reshape our expectations. 

 
                                                                                                     — Edward W, Miller, MD 

� Bellwether refers to the practice of placing a bell around the neck (wether) of a castrated ram in order that this animal might lead its flock of sheep. In sociology, the term is applied in the active sense to a person or group of people who tend to create or influence trends. (Webster's Collegiate Dictionary)














Book Review 


by Rita Corriel





GENOCIDE:The New Order of Imperialism" is Dom Martin's most recent indictment of "man's inhumanity to man".


�His heartbreaking sincerity and sublime sensibilities are translated into poetry and imagery in this latest work. A hauntingly profound dimension is created between these covers. This book is not for the faint of heart nor for those not up to a challenge. Trite religious cliche's and banality do not work in this author's world. ��The deeper implications of the souless direction our world is taking pains him deeply. And he must express it. 


�


The human condition is harsh. And Dom's expression of the most recent version of this reality is powerfully bold yet penetratingly subtle. He sees where our world is headed - the title itself reveals the latest spin on the ball. 





Only a man such as Dom -- who obviously holds the highest ideals -- can be so profoundly despairing when we fall short of the spirit that shines within us. His sense of irony is evidence of someone who grapples with the largest questions and knows that the answers need to come from within. Many teachers have come and much has been revealed to us throughout the ages. So what is our excuse? How do we live with ourselves? 


�The author is compelled to juxtapose what could be with what is. Truth emmanates from his work as you enter the psyche of a very original and deeply insightful human being - one who cares. Someone who expects humanity to live up to its potential is always pained by its corruption. Such is the lot of all who are gifted with a prophetic bent. 


�I am truly honored to have been quoted in this book. And I am supremely grateful because Dom Martin, after discovering my article on-line, "When Do We Stop Sitting Shiva For The Holocaust?", was inspired to create an original work of art; one that is symbolically rich and poignantly reflective of my piece. It resonates like the echo of eternity. 





								        -Rita Corriel 


								rcorriel@verizon.net








PAGE  
3

